
Drafts and Portfolio Grading

1. Revision groups

Since you’ll be reading each other’s work throughout the quarter, it’s important that you get to know one another from the beginning. 

I’ll help you establish small learning communities of about four students each, called “revision groups.” Much of the work we will do in class will be in these revision groups, and you’ll work with a different group for each essay.     

2. The “working draft folder” the “mid-term presentation folder,” and the “final portfolio presentation folder”

You will keep two different types of folders during this course: “working draft folders” and “presentation folders.” 

Each working draft folder is a collection of all the brainstorming, outlining and research notes that led to the formation of the working draft of your current essay. You must bring your working draft folder to each peer review session. Part of your class participation grade will be determined by how prepared you are for the peer review sessions.

3. Major essays and the revision process

By quarter’s end, you will have completed four polished, 1,000-1,400-word essays. These essays will constitute 80 percent your grade and will be the focus of most of your work throughout the quarter.

At the beginning of class on each instructor copy due date, you will bring me the appropriate essay typed and submitted in your working draft folder, with all invention work, drafts, and reader responses included. You will present your work a professional manner, following the formats I’ll detail in class. You must label the final draft as such, so that I’ll know to comment only on this draft.

4. Drafts and the peer-review process

On the days I’ve scheduled for peer review, you must bring three copies of your outline or draft, as well as your working folder. Two copies are for your peer review members, the third is for the working draft folder, which I will take up at the beginning of the class period. 

I’ll grade you on the extent to which this peer review draft is complete.
If you do not have your outline or draft with you, your grade for that day will be zero, and your overall class participation grade will lower as a result. You will also be asked to leave class for that day, and the absence will be unexcused. 

Peer review can only help you improve your essay if others can read and respond to your draft before I make comments. If you do not bring your draft to each of the peer review sessions, you forfeit your right to have instructor comments on that paper. 

A major goal of SFCC’s Communications program is to help students learn to give effective feedback to others. Your critical commentary on the other students’ work will also figure into your class participation grade.

5. Portfolio Grading

In order to enroll in an advanced composition class (English 201 or 205), you must receive a “C” or higher in this class (2.0 or higher). In order to receive a “C” or higher in this class, your portfolio must pass the department’s minimum standards for writing at the 100 level. 

SFCC’s English faculty members meet at midterm (Feb. 8) and at the end of the quarter (March 13-14) to review each student’s portfolio. In order for your portfolio to be considered, it must be turned in by the dates listed above and on your syllabus. There will be no class on these days.

A faculty member other than your instructor will grade your portfolio, and this person will have no idea who turned in the portfolio. The anonymity of this process is built into the system to ensure fairness. 

If this faculty member finds that your portfolio has met the department’s minimum standards for work at the 100 level, then your portfolio will be marked “pass” and the process stops there.

If this faculty member finds that your portfolio does not meet the department’s minimum standards, he/she will mark it “no pass.” The portfolio is then placed back into the stack to be read by yet another faculty member. If this faculty member also finds the work does not meet the department’s minimum standards, then the student cannot score higher than a “C” for the course.

For any questions about the portfolio process, please refer to your Portfolio Preview.
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